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Stay exquisite at more than 40 St. Regis hotels and resorts worldwide. 
@stregishotels

A true gem of quintessential luxury and  
exquisite service is effortlessly presented within 
the 55 elegant suites at The St. Regis Abu Dhabi. 
Adorned with exclusive furnishing, mother of 
pearl details, illuminating crystal chandeliers, 
onyx mosaics and white Carrara marble, you are 
invited to discover the perfect merge of the Arabian 
mystique design and the classic St. Regis heritage. 
Extending from 65m2 to 1120m2 and remaining 
true to the promise of bespoke and personalized 
experiences, The St. Regis Butler Service will offer 
you a comfortable and memorable stay.

The St. Regis Abu Dhabi 
Nation Towers  Corniche  Abu Dhabi  United Arab Emirates 
t. +971 2 694 4444  stregisabudhabi.com
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Stay exquisite at more than 40 St. Regis hotels and resorts worldwide. 
@stregishotels

A true gem of quintessential luxury and  
exquisite service is effortlessly presented within 
the 55 elegant suites at The St. Regis Abu Dhabi. 
Adorned with exclusive furnishing, mother of 
pearl details, illuminating crystal chandeliers, 
onyx mosaics and white Carrara marble, you are 
invited to discover the perfect merge of the Arabian 
mystique design and the classic St. Regis heritage. 
Extending from 65m2 to 1120m2 and remaining 
true to the promise of bespoke and personalized 
experiences, The St. Regis Butler Service will offer 
you a comfortable and memorable stay.

The St. Regis Abu Dhabi 
Nation Towers  Corniche  Abu Dhabi  United Arab Emirates 
t. +971 2 694 4444  stregisabudhabi.com
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DISCOVER JOURNEYS OF ASIAN SPLENDOUR 
ON THE SHORES OF PALM JUMEIRAH.

Encounter a blend of island luxury with vibrant city life for your seamless 
vacation. Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort offers all the elements for a great 
escape – whether for days of seaside romantic bliss or fun-filled family 
adventure. 

Stay in spacious rooms or villas that reflect the Thai origins of Anantara, 
whilst embracing the lavish opulence of this ground-breaking destination. 
Laze by your private infinity pool or step into the shimmering lagoons straight 
from your room. Exquisite gastronomy awaits at our fine dining venues. 
Experience a traditional Turkish Hammam or one of our signature therapies 
in the soothing surrounds of Anantara Spa. Delight in a coastal paradise 
overlooking the glittering city lights of Dubai.

ANANTARA THE PALM DUBAI RESORT
P.O. BOX 71607, EAST CRESCENT, PALM JUMEIRAH, DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

T +971 4 567 8888   E resdubaipalm@anantara.com

LIFE IS A JOURNEY. Visit anantara.com
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16 news  Luxe travel updates from around the world

24 deBUt Our pick of the best new hotels

26 RestaURant ReVIew Peruvian food goes plant-
 based at South American restaurant, Coya

28 GoURMet Culinary updates, from near and far

17
Along the AdriAtic
Island-hopping around Croatia 
sounds rather splendid - all 
that scenery, serenity and 
social-distancing... Stay at 
D-Resort Sibenik and choose 
a private cruise that sails 
you along the shimmering 
coastline before dropping 
anchor in the Adriatic for a 
seafood lunch and an lazy 
afternoon of blissful bobbing 
along. 



n e w s  m i d d l e  e A s t  &  A f r i c A

18    october 2020  dotwnews.com

silence is golden in BotswAnA

The TradiTional safari formaT 
– sunrise and sunseT game drives 
interspersed with culinary and cultural 
experiences – will always have its place in the 
world of luxury travel. but for travellers who 
want to dive deeper into the gritty reality of 
conservation, marataba Conservation Camps 
in South africa’s marakele national Park offer  
a fresh take on the safari concept.

guests at two new encampments – founders 
Camp and explorers Camp – are allocated  
a conservation guide and private safari vehicle 
for the duration of their stay, giving them the 
freedom to plot their own adventures and focus 
on the activities that interest them most. if vast 
landscapes and wild walks stir the imagination, 
visitors can spend their days hiking through 
the towering mountains and steep gorges, 
swimming under waterfalls and exploring the 
wilderness with their guide, or even spend  
a night under the stars and experiencing the 
bush in its unedited glory.

those more interested in the hands-on 
work of conservationists and rangers can roll 
up their sleeves and help out with the day 
to day work that takes place in the privately 
owned 21,000-hectare park: tracking animals 
and monitoring their social behaviour, body 
condition and geographical locations; setting 
up and monitoring camera traps; or joining the 

monthly full moon census to count nocturnal 
wildlife including black and white rhino.

bookings are for groups of four or more and 
families are welcome. Young explorers can meet 
with the conservationists working to re-wild 
orphaned and rescued animals or discover 
family friendly nature walks that teach kids to 

identify animal tracks, bugs and plants.
Rates for founders Camp – an exclusive use 

site with four suites overlooking the matlabas 
River – start from US $2,250 per night, and 
prices at explorers Camp, which has six tents 
and two vehicles for up to two groups at a time, 
start from $1,500 per night. www.marataba.co.za

hAnds-on conserVAtion At mArAtABA

exploring The serpenTine rivers and vast wetlands of northern 
botswana by boat offers visitors a chance to see some of the country’s 
majestic wildlife from a fresh perspective, affording close-up views of 
animals that congregate on the riverbank and wallow in its shallows. 

at Chobe game Lodge, the waterborne safari has taken a decidedly 
sustainable turn after converting all of its boats into solar-powered 
vehicles. as well as reducing the use of diesel, the electric powered boats 
allow guests to sluice silently through the water and approach herds 
feeding near the shore without disturbing the wildlife.

Situated on the banks of the Chobe River in Chobe national Park,  
the eco-lodge is home to 44 guestrooms including four spacious suites 
with infinity plunge pools, intimate indoor and outdoor dining venues, 
two bars and a riverside boma from which to watch life on the river unfold; 
plus a boardwalk with six viewing decks that meanders along the banks.

but it’s botswana’s wildlife that make Chobe unique: home to the largest 

concentration of elephants in africa, Chobe is a vast wilderness where 
great herds of buffalo wander across the flood plains, packs of african wild 
dog and lion prowl across the savanna and myriad herbivores roam from 
grassy plain to nourishing riverbank. 

Part of Desert & Delta Safaris, Chobe game Lodge has been investing 
in its solar powered electric fleet since 2014, and now boasts five electric 
boats and four solar-powered 4x4 toyota Land Cruisers for on-land game 
drives, all powered by a field of solar panels that also contribute to the 
lodge’s main energy supply. 

built in 1972, Chobe was the first luxury lodge built in botswana. three 
years later, celebrity power couple elizabeth taylor and Richard burton 
catapulted the lodge and botswana into the limelight by getting married 
there in 1975. all-inclusive rates starting from US $590 per person per 
night include river safaris, game drives, eco-tours and all food and drink. 
www.chobegamelodge.com



n e w s  m i d d l e  e A s t  &  A f r i c A

dotwnews.com october 2020     19

if business or pleasure demands a longer sTay in 
Dubai than your typical week-long holiday, take a look at Jumeirah 
Living marina gate. overlooking the modern towers and gleaming 
superyachts of Dubai marina, the final phase of the prestigious marina 
gate development features 104 serviced apartments that combine 
the perks of a Jumeirah hotel stay with the privacy and comfort of  
a private apartment; and 389 private residences and 15 villas for private 
ownership.

Serviced apartments range from executive Suites, ideal for the 
solo traveller, to the sumptuous Premium three-bedroom Suite with 
marina view, which affords, spectacular vistas of Dubai marina from 
the floor-to-ceiling windows and private balconies. all suites feature 
fully-fitted open-plan kitchens and separate living areas with 55-inch 
hD LeD tvs, and all offer access to the temperature-controlled 
swimming pool, gym and Residents’ Lounge and business centre.

the opening of Jumeirah Living marina gate marks the fourth 
property in the Jumeirah Living portfolio, following its residences in 
London, guangzhou and Dubai. www.jumeirah.com

JumeirAh’s new 
gAtewAy to duBAi

dorchesTer collecTion  
is set to make its long-awaited 
middle east debut with the launch 
of luxury serviced residences at  
one at Palm Jumeirah in December, 
an ultra-luxury residential project 
at the heart of Dubai’s iconic 
manmade island.

Cre a t e d  b y  D u b a i - b a s e d 
developer omniyat, one at Palm 
Jumeirah will feature 94 private 
residences imagined by London 
design studio elicyon and tokyo-
based Super Potato, situated within 
a striking building designed by new 
York’s Soma architects.

owners of these gorgeous sea-

view apartments will have access to 
private gardens created by landscape 
architect vladimir Djurovic, 
a beachfront promenade with 
private jetty and two restaurants, 
a collection of swimming, vitality 
and lap pools, state-of-the-art gym 
and eSPa spa and the one at Palm 
Jumeirah beach Club, also managed 
by Dorchester Collection.

Set at the base of the trunk of 
Palm Jumeirah, the project made 
headlines when the residences first 
went on sale in 2017 and one of the 
penthouses was sold for a whopping 
aeD 102 million (approx. US $27.5 
million). www.omniyat.com

own A slice of 
pAlm JumeirAh 
with dorchester 
collection
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debut october
hot hotels, chic Boutiques And exclusiVe new resorts 
here’s our pick of the world’s most luxurious new lAunches 

cApellA BAngkok
Bangkok, Thailand
this month sees the opening of the much-anticipated 
Capella bangkok, a striking, architectural marvel on 
the banks of the Chao Phraya River in Charoenkrung, 
the city’s fast-emerging creative hub. guests in the 
hotel’s 101 rooms, suites and villas, each featuring 
floor-to-ceiling windows and a balcony or veranda, 
will have front-row seats to the ever-unfolding 
spectacle of life on the River of kings, criss-crossed 
by a parade of longtail boats and barges. accessible 
via a private courtyard, the generously proportioned 
one- and two-bedroom riverside villas have their 
own tropical garden with plunge pools and cosy 
waterfront salas. interiors are courtesy of San 
francisco interior design studio bamo, which 
has lent its artistic touch to landmark projects for 
some of the world’s leading luxury hotel companies. 
guests can find modern-classical french and italian 
cuisine courtesy of michelin-starred chef mauro 
Colagreco at Côte, garden-grown thai cuisine at Phra 
nakhon, and artistic, tailor-made patisseries at Stella.  
the hotel marks the first phase of the Chao Phraya 
estate, a 14-acre waterfront development imagined 
by hamiltons international. www.capellahotels.com

sindhorn kempinski hotel BAngkok
Bangkok, Thailand
kempinski is taking healthy living seriously at its second 
urban resort in thailand, with the grand opening of 
Sindhorn kempinski hotel bangkok. Situated at the edge 
of Lumphini Park, the green heart of the city, the hotel 
promises an immersive wellness experience from the 
moment you arrive. Central to the experience is Sindhorn 
Wellness by Resense, an integrated spa, wellness centre 
and fitness studio with two floors of workout studios 
hosting live and virtual classes covering everything from 
hiit and Crossfit to cycling, yoga and Pilates. multi-day 
wellness journeys focusing on detox, rejuvenation and 
prevention include advanced treatments with Dermalux 
phototherapy facials and pressotherapy, and the moroccan 
hammam is central to a thermal wellness journey that 
includes bio and salt saunas, cold chamber, aroma steam 
room, rasul mud room and a tepidarium lounge with 
spectacular city views. the 285 soundproof rooms and 
suites, each of which has its own private balcony, range 
from 66 sqm grand Deluxe Rooms to the opulent three-
bedroom Sindhorn Royal Suite. interiors complement the 
green expanse of Lumphini Park with natural colours and 
motifs, as well as touches that pay homage to local culture 
and craftsmanship. www.kempinski.com
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mAiA resort quy nhon
Quy Nhon, Vietnam
vietnam’s central coast is a magnet for foodies, with 
countless local farms supplying an abundance of 
fresh ingredients and miles of ocean providing rich 
pickings for fishermen. as the first in a series of 
new properties from fusion hotel group dedicated 
to culinary excellence, maia Resort Quy nhon aims 
to immerse guests in the gastronomic traditions  
of vietnam. Set in landscaped gardens on the 
coast of binh Dinh Province, the resort is home to  
32 villas with 62 more to come in the second phase 
of the project. foodie experiences are based around 
v Restaurant, which means taste in vietnamese. 
overlooking the waters of Phuong mai bay,  
v features live cooking stations showcasing the best 
regional produce and seafood. December will see 
the opening of vela Spa, where culinary-inspired 
treatments – think beer and malt scrub or a grapeseed 
oil massage – will incorporate organic, all-natural  
products free from gluten and parabens. Culinary 
adventures can be found at local restaurants in 
the town of Quy nhon and nearby fishing villages, 
separated by hidden coves, isolated beaches and 
offshore islands. the surrounding countryside is 
peppered with cultural sites including the dramatic 
11th-Century banh it towers, one of the best-
preserved Cham architectural sites in vietnam. 
www.fusionhotelgroup.com

four seAsons hotel mAdrid
Madrid, Spain
Situated a stone’s throw from kilometre Zero, the point from which all distances in Spain are measured, four Seasons hotel madrid 
is destined to become the new heart of the Spanish capital. architectural firm estudio Lamela has spent the last seven years restoring 
two old banks and five other historic buildings that together form the Carnalejas Centre; home to 22 four Seasons Private Residences 
and a luxury shopping mall in addition to the hotel. tasked with protecting the historic detailing within the buildings, the company 
preserved some 3,700 artefacts during the restoration, imbuing this iconic property with more than a hint of old-world opulence. 
among the 200 guestrooms and suites, the triangular-shaped Royal Suite stands out as the most lavish, with moulded ceilings, 
shimmering chandeliers and Juliet balconies. at rooftop restaurant Dani, andalusian cuisine from michelin-starred chef Dani garcia; 
while first floor gastrobar isa serves modern tapas with asian flavours and imaginative cocktails. the hotel’s spa steals the title of largest 
in the city, with four levels with eight treatment rooms, salon and a sky-lit indoor pool and a rooftop terrace. www.fourseasons.com



AT THE ROYAL SAVOY HOTEL & SPA,
SPOIL THE FAMILY IN A CORNER SUITE  
AND AN EXTRA CONNECTING ROOM.

SUITE TREATS IN LAUSANNE, 
BEST SMALL CITY IN THE WORLD

Royal Savoy Hotel & Spa Lausanne
Avenue d’Ouchy 40 1006 Lausanne 
T. +41 (0)21 614 88 88, info@royalsavoy.ch 
www.royalsavoy.ch 
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destinations

32 Dare To Dream: The beautiful Indian Ocean destinations 

 turning our travel dreams back into reality 

38 Escapes: Make the most of your vacation with these  

 incredible offers, from Rwanda to Sharm El Sheikh

36
open for Business
News that more borders 
have opened finally makes 
holidays a real possibility, 
and so we embrace the 
Indian Ocean in all its 
winter glory once more.  
Deep dive into our 
round-up of favourite 
resorts, such as Waldorf 
Astoria Maldives Ithaafushi
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D A R E  T O  D R E A M

IndIan oCean
With months of closed borders followed by phased reopenings, our favourite  

Indian Ocean destinations are inviting tourists once more. We look at the  
resorts across the Maldives, Mauritius and the Seychelles turning our  

travel dreams back into reality
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octoBer

the world is opening up, slowly but surely, 
allowing our travel dreams to become a reality. 
where to go first when the world is becoming 
your oyster? these incredible offers should help 
you point your compass in the right direction...

esCapes
cAll of the wild
See gorillas in their natural habitat with a stay at 

one&only gorilla’s nest in Rwanda. Cushioned in the 

foothills of the breathtaking virunga volcano range, 

it is one of the luxury hotel group’s most enthralling 

properties, and a stay here gives you an exclusive front-

row seat to observe endangered mountain gorillas in 

the wild. mountain treks obviously steal top billing, 

but guests can also immerse themselves in the history 

and culture of Rwanda through a curated selection of 

experiences, such as hiking to spot golden monkeys, 

birdwatching all alongside calming yoga and outdoor 

movie screenings under the stars. With just 21 lodges 

and suites, each swathed in eucalyptus and volcano 

views, the Silverback Suite is the crowning glory of 

grandeur and privacy, with its rainforest setting, open-air 

lounge, and intimate fire pit overlooking a private pool. 

www.oneandonlyresorts.com

city of light
immersed within the heart of rue Saint-honoré just steps 

away from Place vendôme, mandarin oriental Paris is where 

contemporary Parisian elegance blends with the hotel brand’s 

legendary service. Within easy reach of the capital’s most 

beautiful boutiques and illustrious french brands, and with 

the Louvre, garnier opera house and tuileries garden your 

neighbours, culture vultures and fashion lovers will revel in 

equal measure. the hotel’s lush, landscaped inner gardens 

serve as a serene sanctuary away the bustling vibe of the 

City of Light, and is the perfect place come winter, under its 

outdoor heaters, to enjoy one of the hotel’s famed afternoon 

teas. the hotel’s Staycation by m.o. package includes daily 

breakfast for two, early check-in, late check-out, a bottle of 

champagne and hotel credit of Dhs645 when booking a room, 

or Dhs1,290 when booking a suite. to help guests make the 

most of their time in Paris, the hotel is collaborating with 

helifirst, to offer personalised day trips from the city by 

helicopter, letting you explore favourite french monuments 

and landscapes such as the Loire valley and the vineyards of 

Champagne in breathtaking manner. www.mandarinoriental.com
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the cApe crusAder
known as one of the coolest and cultural cities in the world, Cape town is a must-

visit for anyone wanting to combine the great outdoors with arts, culture and cuisine. 

a vibrant city that is stunning from sea to sky, there is much to do here – hiking, wine 

tours, dolphin and whale watching, mountain climbing and beautiful beaches. 

Radisson blu hotel & Residence Cape town is a great starting-off point to experience 

it all. Positioned in the city’s central business district, its striking award-nominated 

architecture is a talking point in itself, as is the hotel’s jaw-dropping views of table 

mountain and the atlantic ocean. Close to favoured tourist attractions, such as table 

mountain, Clifton beach, Camps bay and Castle of good hope, you’ll spend the day 

exploring, but once back you can make yourself at home one of the three Presidential 

Suites, perfect for family bookings. book your stay before october 21 for a stay until 

february 28, 2021, and you’ll receive a discount of up to 20 per cent at participating 

Radisson Collection, Radisson blu, Radisson ReD, Radisson, Park inn by Radisson 

and Park Plaza hotels across europe, the middle east and africa. Radisson Rewards 

members can save an additional five per cent, too. www.radissonhotels.com

come on, let’s celeBrAte
having just celebrated its one-year anniversary, the award-winning 

Crossroads maldives integrated resort has a special offer at both 

its hard Rock hotel maldives and Saii Lagoon maldives, Curio 

Collection by hilton. guests will receive 40 per cent off best 

available rate for a stay before December 2020, with daily breakfast, 

a one-time dining experience, a confirmed upgrade, resort credit 

of up to US $200 for five night’s stay or more, and complimentary 

return transfer for seven night’s stay or more. What this all means is 

that you get to lay claim to your own little slice of paradise, because 

the maldives really is as close as it comes. both properties sit in 

the exquisite emboodhu Lagoon, which is just a 15-minute boat 

ride from male international airport, with each offering myriad 

experiences, from cooking classes, sunset yoga and conservation to 

sailing, snorkelling and spa treatments. a whole new world awaits... 

We’ll see you there. 

www.crossroadsmaldives.com
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tIMe  
tRaVelleR

wherever your mind roams, these timepieces  
will help keep track of your travels

weAr it whereVer
Vacheron constantin’s overseas 
self-winding 41mm watch is 
the perfect companion for the 
style conscious. its calibre 5100, 
equipped with an oscillating 
weight adorned with a wind 
rose, is a symbol of travel and 
discovery. 
www.vacheron-constantin.com
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Elite Moonphase 
40.4mm rose gold 
timepiece, with 
diamond-set bezel 
and silvery-white dial   
www.zenith.com

Reverso One Duetto in 
pink gold, 40.1mm, Jaeger-
LeCoultre Calibre 844, and 
56 diamonds 
www.jaeger-lecoultre.com

BR V2-92 Aeronaval 
41mm watch, with 
blue sunray dial and 
gilt appliqué numerals 
and indices 
www.bellross.com

Villeret Quantième 
Complet 8 Jours 
watch, red gold with 
41mm case, and Mille 
Mailles bracelet 
www.blancpain.com

Récital 23 
Moonphase 43mm 

watch, in 18-carat 
red gold, mother-

of-pearl guilloché, 
with 10 round 

diamond indexes  
www.bovet.com

Pasha de Cartier 
35mm watch in pink 
gold, crown and cap 
set with sapphires, 
and blue-steeled 
diamond-shaped 
hands 
www.cartier.com

Overseas Perpetual 
Calendar Ultra-thin 
Skeleton, with 
41.5mm case and 
18-carat pink gold 
www.vacheron-
constantin.com

46.5mm Polo 
Emperador watch, 
in 18-carat rose 
gold, 160 brilliant-
cut diamonds, with 
ultra-thin automatic 
tourbillon skeleton 
movement 
www.piaget.com

Serpenti Seduttori 
Tourbillon 34mm 
watch in 18-carat 

rose gold, with 299 
diamonds 

www.bulgari.com

Portofino automatic 
40mm watch in 18-carat 
gold with 25 jewels and 
brown alligator strap  
www.iwc.com

Tradition Quantième 
Rétrograde 7597 in 
18-carat rose gold, 
with 45 jewels and 

40mm case  
www.breguet.com

Emerald collection 
18-carat rose gold quartz 
watch, 33mm case, with 
brown alligator skin strap 
www.harrywinston.com

Clifton Baumatic 
10547 automatic day 
date moonphase 
watch, 42mm case, 
in 18-carat pink gold  
www.baume-et-
mercier.com

Code 11.59 selfwinding 41mm 
watch by Audemars Piguet 
features a smoked blue 
dial, 18-carat pink gold case, 
hour-markers and hands 
www.audemarspiguet.com
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islAnd hopping in pArAdise
step aboard one of captain kai’s exceptional boats for a day of 

adventure, beaches and bliss with four seasons resort koh samui 

s p e n d  i t  o u t  o f  t h i s  w o r l d

southern thAilAnd is home to arguably the most beautiful beaches 
in the Northern hemisphere, as well as an abundance of marine life. Its 
laid-back lifestyle goes hand-in-hand with an easy-going exoticness, thus 
making it a winter-sun haven for those seeking something sun-kissed, 
special and culturally sublime. Tucked away on Thailand’s second-
biggest island, Four Seasons Resort Koh Samui is a beautiful leap-pad 
for adventure coupled with serenity, where days flit effortlessly between 
sun, sand, sea, spa and suite. Overlooking the Gulf of Siam, the property 
is touched by the tropics wherever you look, fringed by palm trees and 
calm blue seas. Your day can be spent in The Secret Garden Spa with 
its back-to-nature focus, lounging by the infinity pool with a cocktail in 
hand, or taking a private cruise aboard one of Four Seasons Resort Koh 
Samui’s two exceptional boats. Available for private charter, you can set 
adrift on memory bliss on a 60-foot sun seeker Minor Affair, for you and 

up to 11 guests, or the 42-foot sport cruiser Siam Seas Explorer with up 
to 7 guests, in the company of Captain Kai. With a deep knowledge of the 
surrounding islands, he will whisk you away to some of his favourites, 
letting you anchor off the remote beaches of Koh Mad Sum for a day of 
privacy and truly tropical relaxation; swim with parrotfish, stingrays and 
colourful coral at Koh Tao (Turtle Island) – one of the best dive spots in 
the Gulf of Thailand; or take you to Ang Thong National Marine Park 
and its archipelago of 42 islands for hiking, kayaking, snorkelling amid 
its web of waterfalls, lakes and hidden coves. Back on board, you can 
savour a lunch prepared by your own private Four Seasons chef on the 
beautiful sundeck with a paradisiacal backdrop, and later watch sun set 
as you sip cocktails from a secluded beach while you tuck into your chef-
prepared barbecue and bonfire under Koh Samui’s star-speckled skies. 
www.fourseasons.com
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